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[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract
The comparison of the use of Marijuana in the two states is important in understanding how the American society views the use of Marijuana. This comparison is important in showing whether the states that have not legalized marijuana have lesser crimes compared to states that have legalized the use of marijuana. It is also important in assessing whether there are many marijuana criminals in prison as compared to states that have legalized marijuana. The comparison is also important in determining whether the controlled use of Marijuana can help reduce crimes that are related to Marijuana.
I am interested in Marijuana use in Alabama and the Colorado States in the United States of America. The state of Alabama has decriminalized the use of Marijuana. The sale, trafficking, and the possession of almost all forms of Marijuana are illegal in the state of Alabama. The only form of marijuana that is legalized in the state of Alabama is cannabidiol- a compound found in cannabis which has some medicinal value. The class c felony of possessing Marijuana can have one jailed for 1 to 10 years and a fine of up to $15 000 in Alabama. Possession of Marijuana in Alabama for personal use can have one being jailed for up to one year and a fine of up to $6000. The unlawful distribution of Marijuana in Alabama can have one being jailed for 2-10 years and a fine of up to $ 30 000. Trafficking of Marijuana in Alabama is a serious crime and one is punished according to the kilos found trafficking. 3 years and a fine of up to $25000 is charged on up to 100lbs.5 years and a fine of up to $50000 for possession of between 100-500lbs. 15 years and a fine of up to $200,000 for possession of between 500-1000lbs. A life imprisonment is for the possession of over 1000lbs.
Marijuana use in the State of Colorado is legal but there are some rules. One must be 21 years or older for one to buy Marijuana in the state of Colorado. One needs to present the National ID as a proof of their ages. One needs to apply for a medical card if they want to buy Marijuana and they are between the ages of 18 to 21 years. It is illegal to buy marijuana from a dealer who is unlicensed. Only the licensed Marijuana dispensary should sell marijuana. These licensed medical marijuana dispensaries sell both recreational marijuana and marijuana for other purposes. Above all, there are some rules and regulations that guide where people should smoke Marijuana, how much marijuana should one buy, and penalties for abusing these marijuana laws (Schuermeyer et al, 2014).
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